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1, Rushdi Rikhiyn, < Syrdan opposition leader, was onlled to the
in the carly part of Jonuary 1549 and was told that the idea of receiving
ald fron the USSR to balp Svri:. in the Palestine situation, slthough
it had been entertained at one vine or another by namy intellipent
Syrians,; was no longar feasible. President Quewatll axplained that he -
had thonght a great deal about the mattor some tine ago, but that, by now,
e Soviets had suocesded in'maiding Isracl their focal point in the
IHiddle East and, conzaguontly, vire no longér interested in wimming the
cooperation of Syris. Sowrce ruoorte that, previcus to this visit by
Kikhiya to the Presidency, iivharnad Ivborek, leader of the Iidmwan
al~lluslimin in Damasous, had berm callad to the Prosidensy and given
a gimilar talky -

2. A split has developed in the S rian Commmist Party ovor the tenor
of the Corrmnist parphlets and tructs distributed in the Areb countries,
These propaganda publieations lave beem criticized by a large nurber of
Party merbers for containing l:ng eulogies on tha glories of the Soviet
Union. These nmerbers fosl ithzt the Soviet Union is as mch a foreign
pover a8 is Great Britain or the United States, and that
distributed in Syria should by concerned solely with Areb affairs,
insgmueh as the majority of Swrisns are interested only in what Commmism
can do for Syris, and not In Joviet world Comxmisn., These Syrian Coymmists
fear the Soviet Union as manh as they fear any other great power, souree
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